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I am Thankful For… 

November Events 
 

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study 
Begins November 6 

 

Leaf Raking 
November 9 

 

Opioid Crisis Presentation 
November 16 

 
New Member Session 

November 17 
 

Annual Bake Sale and Soup Lunch 
November 23 begins at 10:00 am 

 

Community Thanksgiving Worship Service 
November 24 at 3:00 pm 

 

Commitment Sunday 
November 24 
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A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a 

branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the 

Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 

of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 His delight shall 

be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his 

eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with 

righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 

equity for the meek of the earth 

Isaiah 11:1-4  

from the lesson for November 17   
 

If you take out 
your Bibles and 
read chapter 10 of 
Isaiah you would 
read about Isaiah 
proclaiming the 
Lord’s judgment 
against Assyria 
and against Israel. 
Assyria was a 
great nation that 
one-day would 
destroy Israel and 
that would be the 

end of them. The Lord would punish them. They would 
no longer rise again to be a great nation. That was 
God’s judgment. For Israel it was the same thing--they 
too would face God’s judgment--defeated at the 
hands of their enemies. But there was more for Israel, 
wasn’t there? 
 

Now in chapter 11, we hear the Lord’s promise, a 
promise that from what is remaining in Israel a Savior 
would be born. Verse 1 of chapter 11:1, A shoot will 
come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a 
Branch will bear fruit. Isaiah describes those humble 
beginnings. You can picture for yourself as the Lord is 
picturing for us a forest that has been cut down and all 
that is left are stumps. They aren’t much use anymore. 
That was the remnant of Israel. That nation was not 
great anymore, and all that was left were stumps. Yet, 
from that stump we are told that a shoot will come, that 
a Righteous Branch will come out of the roots. That 
Righteous Branch from Jesse, from the house and 
line of David, is Jesus Himself. 
 

From those humble beginnings Jesus is described: 
2The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him--. Then Isaiah 
gives us three pairs of words that describe the Spirit 

of the Lord resting on the shoot of the Righteous 
Branch--the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. This Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding would rest upon Jesse’s 
branch, Jesus, and Jesus would know and 
understand God’s people. The Spirit of counsel and of 
power so Jesus would have strength to help God’s 
people. He adds the Spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord so that He would know God’s will for God’s 
people. This is the Righteous Branch. Isaiah sums up 
this verse by saying: 3and he will delight in the fear of 
the LORD, not the fear of men but the fear of the Lord. 
 

God’s righteousness has come to each and every one 
of us by grace. Jesse’s Branch, the Savior of the world 
and our personal Savior, brings righteousness. This is 
another one of God’s perfect gifts that we need. God’s 
righteousness, the righteousness of Christ, now 
covers our sinfulness and us. Now when we look 
ahead, when we gaze into the future, we realize that 
heaven is ours because of what Christ has done for 
us. Christ who is this Shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
this Branch from the roots of the remnant of Israel. 
Jesse’s Branch brings us righteousness. We realize 
from the very humble beginnings came very 
miraculous results. Through that shoot out of the 
stump of Jesse, you and I are saved. And with all 
believers in the entire world. look forward to eternity. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 
- AMONG OUR OWN - 

 

Congratulations to… 
Rome James Mamtora (son of Nish and Kelly 
Mamtora) blessings on his baptism 
Eric and Erica (Riley) Best on their marriage 
Al Sieben and Betty Lou Baysinger on their 25th 
anniversary November 5 
John and Stephanie Otremba on their 5th wedding 
anniversary November 11 
Eric and Erica (Riley) Best, blessings on their 
marriage 
 

Sympathies to… 
LuAnn Roiger and family as they mourn the death 
of her mother Ruby Sauter 
Helen Brudvig as she mourns the death of her 
sister Frances Nelson 
Duane Hunstad and family as they mourn the death 
of his brother Donald 
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Preschool Chatter 
 

October was a busy month and the children enjoyed 
watching for signs of fall. We learned about apples, 
leaves, night creatures, and firefighters. Just before 
MEA break, the firefighters brought their truck and 
gear to show to the children and discuss fire safety. 

To celebrate Halloween the children, dressed in black 
and orange, wore superhero capes made from t-
shirts. Each cape had a large duct tape letter (first 
letter of the child’s name).   It was a fun day filled with 
great crafts, games and trick or treating to end our 
Halloween parties. For snack we had puffcorn and 
M&M’s. The children love event days when both 
classes can come together in the fellowship hall for 
games and fun! 
 
We would like to thank the congregation for 
supporting our silent auction and Scholastic book fair 
this past month.  We hope that you were able to take 
advantage of this opportunity to purchase some 
holiday gifts for your loved ones. Thanks again, your 
kindness means so much to us! 

We are excited to once again be a charity partner with 
Storm Creek for their annual Warehouse Sale on 
November 29-30. If you use the coupon with our St. 
Philip’s Preschool logo, you will receive $10 off a $50 
purchase and our program will receive 10% of the 
purchase. We plan to use the funds to replace toys 
and learning materials that have been used and loved 
for multiple decades by our preschoolers. Find your 
coupons in the narthex and feel free to share them 
with friends, family, and neighbors. 
 

November will bring even colder weather, parent-
teacher conferences, picture days, and a feast to help 
us understand the meaning of Thanksgiving.   
 

Becky Kaphing and Lorelei Rein  
Preschool Co-Directors  

 

 

THANK YOU  
I have really enjoyed being on staff at St. Philip’s for 
the last four years. I tell people it is easy to love your 
job when you are surrounded by people who are 
faithful, kind, playful, and loving. Before St. Philip’s 
was my workplace, it was my church home. I’m glad 
after I’m not on staff that it will remain my church home 
(my kids wouldn’t have it any other way). I’m very 
thankful for my time on staff and thankful for the 
support I’ve received the last few weeks since taking 
a position with Hastings Community Education. All the 
cards, well wishes, hugs, encouragement, gifts—all of 
those things have meant so much to me as things 
change. Transitions are tough—even when it’s exactly 
the right thing. As I step back and join the lay ministry 
again, I know there will be times when things just 
aren’t easy or comfortable. And there will be times of 
great joy and excitement—it’s all ahead of our church 
family. Thank you for hiring me four years ago, for 
supporting me through years of exciting and loving 
ministry, and for praying with me now as God readies 
the next leader who will join us one day.  
 

Stephanie Becken  
 

 
NOVEMBER SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

November 3  1 Kings 18:17-39 
 Elijah at Mount Carmel 

 

November 10 Hosea 11:1-9 
 Hosea 

 

November 17 Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5 
 Isaiah’s Vineyard Song 

 

November 24 2 Kings 22:1-10, 14-20; 23:1-3 
 Josiah’s Reform 
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Sunday, November 24 at 3:00 pm 
 

St. Philip’s along with the Hastings Ministerial 
Association is hosting this community event Sunday 
afternoon November 24 at 3:00 pm.  (The Vikings 
have a bye and don’t play that Sunday.) We are 
asking worshippers to bring a non-perishable food 
item for the food bank at Hastings Family Service. In 
addition, we will be receiving an offering that will be 
divided between our Hastings United Way and 
Hastings Family Service to support these ministries 
that serve our neighbors in need.  
 
This is the second year in a row that we are hosting 
this ecumenical service. We are hoping to reignite a 
tradition of worshipping together to show the world 
that our commitment to Jesus goes well beyond 
whatever flavor we have listed on our church road 
sign. We gather to give thanks to the God who has 
blessed us with every good blessing and has provided 
everything that we call our own. 
  
Come join our (new) Thanksgiving tradition on 
Sunday, November 24 at 3:00 pm!  
 

See you there! 

 

 

17th ANNUAL BAKE SALE AND SOUP LUNCH 
 

Make plans now to be a part 
of the St. Philip's 17th Annual 
Bake Sale and Soup Lunch 
on Saturday, November 23 
from 10:00 am - 1:30 
pm.  Workers are needed in 
many areas and if you 

cannot be a worker, plan to come for the most 
delicious lunch in town. 
 
More lefse makers are needed for Saturday, 
November 2 at 9:00 am and kitchen workers are 
needed for soup preparation on Friday, November 22, 
at 9:00 am.  Sign-up sheets for a variety of tasks are 
available in the narthex. 
 
Members are encouraged to bring carefully marked 
and wrapped in clear plastic items such things as pies, 
cookies, breads, candies, home canned goods, and 
especially Scandinavian delicacies to the Fellowship 
Room on Friday, November 22 up until 6:00 pm or by 
8:00 am on Saturday, November 23. 
 
Lunches are $5.50 per person, 
consisting of a choice of soup 
(ham and bean - gluten free, 
turkey wild rice - gluten free 
and vegetable beef), roll, 
crackers, Rice Krispie treat 
and a beverage.  Lunches will 
be served beginning at 10:30 
am.  Take-out quarts of soup 
at $8 may be purchased 
beginning at 10:00 am, the same time that the bake 
sale begins. 
 
St. Philip's has been approved for a $250 grant from 
the Thrivent Action Team Project.  This seed money 
will be used for purchasing food supplies for soup 
making. 
 
This event is an important aspect of the mission and 
outreach of St. Philip's Lutheran Church.  Proceeds 
go towards Bible Story Books for 3-year olds, Bibles 
for third graders, a scholarship for a high school girl in 
Tanzania, Camp Noah, Lutheran Social Service and 
youth mission projects.  All of these projects help 
make a positive change in so many lives. 
 
Submitted by Margaret Goderstad 
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HASTINGS FAMILY SERVICE THANKSGIVING 
BAGS - For years, St. Philip’s has joined with our 
community to help provide the fixings for home-
cooked Thanksgiving dinners for our neighbors. 
Please consider donating to help fill these 
Thanksgiving meal bags. All donations can be brought 
to St. Philip’s and then will be brought down to 
Hastings Family Service.  
 
Thanksgiving wish list: stuffing, canned cranberries, 
canned corn, canned green beans, large can of fruit 
cocktail, jello packets, olives and pickles. Turkeys are 
also given to the families participating and support for 
this can be given through gift cards to local grocery 
stories. HFS then takes the gift cards and buys 
turkeys at their best price. Gift cards should be labeled 
and put in the drop box outside the office.  
 
Please have your donation in by November 10. 
 

 
CHANGE IN THE CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE - 
Once the schedule is set, we try not to change it, but 
we were offered a very special opportunity to serve 
our community. Instead of our previously planned trip 
to Feed My Starving Children (scheduled for 
November 27) we will be meeting at Hastings Family 
Service to pack Thanksgiving meal totes and also 
Blizzard kits for our community on November 20 from 
6:45-8:00 pm. Parents are very welcome to stay 
during this pack time. Release forms will be sent out—
each student must have it filled out before they can 
help at HFS.  More information will be coming from the 
confirmation teachers as the day gets closer. On 
November 27 there will be no programming.  So, 
November 20, parents please have your confirmands 
to HFS at 6:45 pm and plan to pick them up at 8:00 
pm. You are also very welcome to stay and help pack 
boxes. There will be no programming November 27.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOREEN SWANSON SERVICE RECOGNITION  
St. Philip’s organist, Noreen 
Swanson, has faithfully served 
our congregation for 50 
years.  You are invited to 
celebrate Noreen’s musical 
ministry at worship on 
November 17 with a reception 
between services.  Please join 
us in showing our appreciation 
for the blessing she has been to 
our family of faith.   If you would 
be willing to provide bars or cookies for the reception, 
please sign up at the kiosk. 
 

 

NEW MEMBER INFORMATION SESSION   
NOVEMBER 17 - It's always with great joy and 
anticipation that we conduct a new member session.  
A New Member information session will be held 
Sunday, November 17, beginning at 11:40 am 
(immediately following second service). 
   
Information about many aspects of St. Philip's is 
shared, along with instructions about the receiving of 
new members at both services, December 8.  
 

It is helpful but not mandatory to advise either Pastor 
Geier, the office or Glenda Schnirring if you plan to 
attend.  A form can be found at the Welcome Center 
which we ask to be completed to the level one is able.  
It is good to bring a completed form to the information 
session. A tasty lunch is provided for all in attendance, 
and of course children are welcome for the entire 
session.  
 

For those who cannot be present on these dates, an 
individual session can be arranged.  Contact Glenda 
Schnirring at gleners@embarqmail.com or the church 
office at 651-437-6246.  
 

 

IS THAT ADVENT?  Advent and Christmas are just 
around the corner. Keep 
your eyes open for updates 
about this year’s Christmas 
program. Save the date—
December 15 at 10:30 am. 
Sign-ups and practice times 
will be made available in late 
November/early December. 
Children ages 3 and up are 
welcome to participate, including our awesome ‘big 
kids’ in junior and senior high. This is fun for all ages 
and a special time to remember the birth of Jesus. 

November 3 
 

Time to turn  
your clocks 

back  
1 hour 

mailto:gleners@embarqmail.com
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APPRECIATION SUNDAY FOR STEPHANIE 
BECKEN - A moving litany 
written by Pastor Geier for 
Stephanie Becken was read to 
her before the congregation at 
both services on Sunday 
October 6. Stephanie Becken 
served in the role of Director of 
Children, Youth and Family 
Ministries for four years. Her 
departure is to assume a new position with School 
District 200 within the Community Education facet of 
the district. This position furthers Stephanie's quest 
into working with parents and children. It's schedule 
and work structure will allow Stephanie more flexibility 
in her own family's life. 
 

The Becken family will be worshipping members of St. 
Philip's. We look forward to following the growth and 
development of children Grace, Joy and Tanner as 
they participate in St. Philip's activities. 
 

An appreciation reception was prepared for Stephanie 
after each worship service. Cards and notes of thanks 
were gathered up for her.  Stephanie coached the 
children and taught the children countless truths about 
Christ and the Gospel message in general. She knew 
all the children by name and their parents. We will 
honor Stephanie's work by working to fill the space 
that she has filled on our behalf for the past four years. 
We extend God's richest blessings on Stephanie and 
her family and thank her profusely for her work with 
the St. Philip's congregation.  
 

 

WORSHIP LEADER CHECK-IN. If you have been 
assigned to a worship leader position (usher, greeter, 
lector, communion assistant, or welcome center 
attendant), please check-in with the worship 
coordinators at the welcome center as soon as you 
arrive for worship and let them know you are here to 
serve.  This is especially important if you are subbing 
for someone originally assigned. The worship 
coordinators will then know if they need to seek 
volunteers for unfilled positions. Thank you for your 
willingness to be part of our worship service.   
 

The Worship and Music Ministry Team 
 

 

IT WILL SOON BE TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS 
for decorating the sanctuary at Christmas time. The 
deadline is December 2.  A sign-up sheet will be on 
the kiosk mid-November for you to sign up to 
purchase one in memory or in honor of loved ones.  
Choose a white, pink or red poinsettia.  The cost will 
be $11.50. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Starting Wednesday, November 6 there will a 
Wednesday night adult bible study at St. Philip’s.  It 
will be at 6:45-7:45 pm and led by Paul Hellen who 
plans the Men and Women’s Saturday bible studies.  
For the past two years Pastor Geier has been leading 
us in worship through the Narrative Lectionary, which 
is a four-year cycle created by Luther Seminary in St 
Paul.  This upcoming bible study will focus on the 
Narrative Lectionary lesson for the upcoming 
Sunday.  The format includes: 
• a commentary on the lesson  
• two translations of the Bible text (one with 

contemporary language, and another more 
academic) 

• discussion questions 
 

The discussion questions use the Augsburg-Fortress 
"Book of Faith" grouping and perspectives:  

• historical/cultural/geography  
• literature (like you were reading a play) 
• the "Lens of the Cross"  
• devotional 

 

Some of the goals of this Bible Study we might 
consider are to: 

• grow closer to God, in our understanding, in 
our faith  

• create a small group with fellowship  
• prepare us for the content of worship on the 

following Sunday  
• to make these Bible lessons something that 

we take with us through our week (not just a 
Sunday event) 

 

Everyone is welcome.  No experience with the Bible 
is needed.  All the materials will be provided.  We will 
plan on meeting from 6:45-7:45 pm and adapt as the 
small group needs. 
 

 

THE ETERNAL IMPACT OF A SIMPLE GIFT - A 
small shoebox can have a big 
impact.  What goes into the box is 
fun, but what comes out of it is 
eternal. Be a part of changing 
children’s lives all over the world in 
Jesus’ Name through the power of a 
simple gift with Operation Christmas 

Child.  Now is the time to pack shoeboxes that will 
bring joy to hurting children all over the world, and tell 
them about the greatest gift, Jesus Christ. 
 
Stop by the table in the narthex for more information 
and to pick up a shoebox to fill with love. Please return 
filled shoeboxes no later than Sunday, November 24. 
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The following quotes are from members who were 
asked "What Does St. Philip's Mean to you 
Personally?" 
 

Voicing My Faith Through  
"God, Grace & Gratitude" 

 
Gerry Cardinal - 
Other than being 
impressed with 
Glenda's incredible 
recall of our 
address, names 
and family status 
after one interview, 
I guess the fact that 
Jennie Orr Thomas 
started a quilting 
ministry when I 
asked, Pastor 
Greg's assistance 
when I needed it 
during Julie's (my 
wife) last week of life and her special requests for her 
celebration of life instead of a funeral after she died, 
has left me feeling like a part of the SPLC family. So 
many of the men and ladies of the church have gone 
out of their way to visit with me when I'm at St. Philip's, 
include me in church activities, and even come to my 
home to assist as needed.  

Sue Retka - St. Philippians 
are my extended family 
who generate genuine love 
and joy, which is 
contagious and exciting!  
My spirit rejoices as I enter 
the front doors, knowing 
that Jesus shows up in 
each person I encounter 
and blesses me with His 
peace and light! The honor 
given to prayer is a 
powerful witness to me of 
God's Holy Spirit vibrantly 
radiating through our congregation, releasing His 
grace and mercy. To God be the Glory!  
 
 
 

Laura Zabel - Being part of 
this caring and Christ-
centered community of faith 
has been a blessing to our 
family since we joined SPLC 
in 2005. Everyone is 
welcoming and there are 
endless opportunities to 
connect, serve, and grow 
alongside amazing people.  
For us, the people of St. 
Philip's have truly become 
our church family. 

 
 
 
Beth Fahlstrom - I feel an 
inclusion in the St. Philip's 
community that starts with 
God's love and care for each 
of us, then spreads out to 
encompass all of us 
communally. In response to 
this, we also care for each 
other with all that we are. I 
hear words of 
encouragement, see and feel 
hugs and other touches of 
concern. We freely share prayers, food, our time and 
best efforts.  We must give our money in the same 
way, because we love our Lord and all those who are 
around us.  

 
 

S 

T 

E 
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Danna Elling Schultz - 
Being a part of the St. 
Philip's congregation 
helps center me and 
keeps me grounded in my 
everyday life. Sunday 
service brings a calm to 
help keep the rest of my 
week outside of church 
calmer and more 
thoughtful.  I am also 

heartened by our congregation members who give me 
inspiration and happiness, ensuring I have a full life.  
 
 
 
Julie Dale - The 
people of St. Philip's 
are amazing. They're 
always available to 
show support, 
encouragement, and 
compassion in times 
of sorrow and joy.  I'm 
grateful and blessed 
to have such a loving 
church family.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gail Carstensen - The people! 
All generations! I feel loved and 
at home with St. Philip's! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tracy Mathison - It feels 
like family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kara Terhark - Going to 
church at St. Philip's is like 
starting your week fresh. I can 
sit in a pew, listen to Pastor 
Geier speak and feel at peace 
with myself and feel like I get 
a "do-over" to start my new 
week. 
 
 
 

 
 
Julie Sieben - When you walk 
into St. Philip's there is a sense 
of warm welcoming that 
radiates from the people.  You 
can see God working through 
their smiles, their gifts, and their 
generosity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cindy Toppin - St. Philip's is a 
huge part of our lives. It  "fills my 
cup" in that I know this 
community of faith cares for me, 
in terms of prayers, yes - but 
also concrete help such as 
meals or mowing our lawn 
during a medical incident years 
ago, or just offering a listening 
ear at Saturday morning Bible 
study. "God loves you" is truly a 
message we can experience at 
St. Philip's.  

 
 
 
Rich Roiger -   St. 
Philip's is like family to 
me. It's not the building, 
though we have a very 
nice facility. It's the 
people that make this my 
church.  
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Virginia Spence - 
Worshipping together 
at St. Philip's is what 
brings me back week 
after week.  The 
opportunity to worship 
the Father in a group 
with those who also 
seek and love Him is 
paramount.  Whether 
the "group" is few or 
many, it fulfills 
scripture and centers 
me for whatever the 
week ahead may bring.  
 
 
 
 
 

Margaret Goderstad - 
"There is a Place for Us" and 
that place is St. Philip's 
Lutheran Church. The Holy 
Spirit works through each 
one of us and we are able to 
express our faith in many 
different ways. For me, 
serving on the Fellowship 
Committee is exciting 
because I have an 
opportunity to welcome 
visitors and new members. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 
Sue Severson - I love to watch this congregation 
embrace its youth. 
Preschool, Sunday School, 
Confirmation, VBS, 
musicals, spaghetti dinners 
as well as many other 
activities.  The adults work 
with the youth to help them 
reach their full potential.   
This is when something 
amazing happens, we get to 
watch God's plan for them 
unfold. Everyone involved is 
then blessed by God's 
Grace.  
 
 

Dennis Kohn - 
St. Philip's - the 
place where I get 
spiritually filled 
with family and 
friends, (even 
those I have not 
met yet). It's the 
place I feel 
closest to our 
Lord, and where 
we communicate 
in quiet 
sanctuary. This is 
my grounding 
place.  
 
 
 

Julie Larson - I am filled 
with God's grace through 
the fellowship and 
community of our 
congregation.  We are 
blessed with welcoming 
and caring members.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Cheryl Bullington - What makes St. Philip's special 
is just how much fun it is 
here. Tom and I have 
belonged to several 
churches over the years, and 
they were all good places to 
serve and worship God.  But 
this community knows how to 
laugh, how to build each 
other up, and is always ready 
to throw a good party for a 
good cause.  I really feel the 
sheer joy of being loved and 
being called to love each 
other at this place.   
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Lance Twedt - We feel we have been very blessed 
with health and family.  
We appreciate the 
welcoming spirit and the 
warmth of the St. Philip's 
family that is shown to us 
and to all who enter. It's 
a great place to "Come 
and See"!  
 
 
 
 
 

Carlos Villavicencio - I very 
much appreciate that St. 
Philip's helps parents to fulfill 
the promises we make our 
children at Baptism, by 
placing the Holy Scripture in  
their hands, providing for  
opportunities  to grow in the 
faith and surrounding them 
with people who love them 
and model to them how to 
live as Christians in our daily 
lives.  
 
 
Emily Preston - Coming to church at St. Philip's is 

like being part of a big extended 
family.  We pray for each other 
and we love and we smile and 
volunteer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Deborah Dreher - It has been a 
joy becoming a part of St. Philip's 
congregation!  Being able to take 
an active role in its numerous 
outstanding ministries has 
strengthened my faith. I am truly 
blessed to serve with so many 
dedicated volunteers. 
 
 
 

Al Todnem - As I looked 
over the crowd while singing 
with the Augsburg 
Centennial Singers at St. 
Philip's recently, I realized 
what it was about St. Philip's 
that makes it such a special 
place.  From Colossians 2:5, 
"For though I am absent 
from you in body, I am 
present with you in spirit and 
delight to see how 
disciplined you are and how firm your faith in Christ 
is." I saw so many people from my congregation and 
realized that it was this SPIRIT which is present in St. 
Philip's that was there to support and encourage me 
and will do so in any situation that may arise.  
 
 
Dave Tank - To me, St. Philip's is family. St. Philip's 

has provided many 
opportunities for me and my 
family to experience and 
participate in a growing faith 
in God. At St. Philip's I feel 
welcomed and encouraged 
to be part of a family and 
community that serves, 
learns, shares, supports. and 
worships together.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rick Carlson - St. 
Philip’s is part of our 
family. Whether we are 
walking through good 
times or through difficult 
times we feel the love, 
support and prayers. 
Our congregation has 
helped our kids grow up 
and has provided a 
tremendous foundation 
for us.  
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OPIOID CRISIS PRESENTATION - The concerns 
about opioid addition are being expressed almost 
daily in the news. However, many people remain 
confused over what the crisis is about, how this is 
happening and what can be done about it.   To put 
some focus on this and what is the effect of this on our 
local community, concerned Hastings citizens are 
putting a presentation together for the Hastings 
community to seek answers to how individuals can 
become part of the prevention response as a 
community.  The presentation will occur on Saturday 
November 16 at 9:00 am at St. Philips Lutheran 
Church.  The entire community is invited to attend.  
The presentation will include members of the 
Minnesota Department of Health, members of the 
Hastings Emergency Management teams (police, fire) 
as they share their professional experiences of 
reacting to the effects of addictive behaviors, 
especially opioids. Finally, a panel discussion will 
address not only what we can do as individuals and 
members of the community but answer questions 
from the audience.  
 

Everyone is encouraged to attend this important 
presentation. 
 

 
BECOME A PART OF THE LEAF RAKING CREW! 

November 9 at 9:00 am - noon.  Every 
year, 6-10 individuals request to have 
their lawns raked. Every year, our 
raking team looks a little different, but 
every year the goal is the same—help 
out our church family and community. 
If you’d like to rake, sign up on the 
kiosk or contact Becky Kaphing (651-
233-8146). You’re welcome to show 

up the day of to rake, but if you’re signed up, you’ll 
receive any updates.  Please bring rakes, blowers, 
gloves, and tarps. We rake the leaves onto tarps and 
then layer them in truck beds or trailers before taking 
them to the city leaf disposal area. If you have a truck 
or trailer, this is a great time to use it. Please contact 
Becky with any questions.  
 

 
DONUT HOLES - For more than 30 years Emily’s 
Bakery has generously donated donut holes each 
Sunday to St. Philip’s.  Although they will no longer be 
donated, they will continue to be available on Sundays 
at a minimal cost covered by a free will offering.  A 
donation of 25 cents per donut hole is 
suggested.   Please take the opportunity to support 
the business of Emily’s Bakery.  A Thank You card will 
be available in the narthex for all to sign.  

NEED HELP CLEARING THE LEAVES FROM 
YOUR YARD? If you’d like the St. 
Philip’s leaf-raking crew to stop by 
your home, please sign up on the 
kiosk or contact Becky Kaphing 
(651-233-8146). We’ll be out to 
rake Saturday, November 9. Please 
note how large your yard is and if 
you have any special requests. 
Usually, we rake up the leaves, pile 
them into trucks, and take them to the city leaf 
disposal area. We bring our own rakes, blowers, and 
tarps. If you have pets, please try to clean up any pet 
waste before we arrive. 

 
 
IT’S NOT TOO SOON TO THINK ABOUT 
CHRISTMAS!  St. Philip’s, Our Saviour’s, Branchline 
Church and St. Luke’s are working together to provide 
community children the opportunity to experience the 
joy of giving. St. Luke’s has hosted a shop for children 
whose families qualify for the Hastings Family Service 
giving programs for five years now (please note—this 
is a different program from the one offered by HFS—
HFS refers families for the children’s gift shop but they 
do not sponsor or run the program). This special shop 
provides the children with the opportunity to choose a 
gift for each person in their family in a festive and fun 
way. The program has increased in size over the last 
few years and last year over 1,000 gifts were chosen 
and given. To make the program sustainable, our 
church families will work together to provide gifts, 
hospitality and volunteers.  Confirmation students and 
adults watch for the sign-up sheets.  The event will be 
hosted at Our Saviour’s on Saturday, December 14.  
Watch for more details and sign ups.  
 

In the meantime, 
keep an eye out 
for sales on 
small gifts. Think 
what a child 
might enjoy 
giving to their 
parents and 

siblings. Popular items include fun coffee mugs, small 
stuffed toys, crafting and coloring kits, fishing lures 
and other ‘stocking stuffer’ type gifts. Items need to be 
new or in new condition. You can drop items off in the 
tote in the office. 
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SIX WONDERFUL YEARS Savoring the Beauty and  
Function of St. Philip's Expansion 
 

We Celebrate its Dedication of November 13, 2013  
by Glenda Schnirring, Expansion Co-Chair    

 
I don't drive into St. Philip's without observing the 
condition of what's around me. I take in the parking lot, 
sidewalk, trees and shrubs, rain gardens and its 
sweeping lawn. 
 

As I enter, I observe the beauty of the entrance, how the doors are working, and then the wonderful narthex with 
its Welcome Center, and row of cafe tables and chairs to my left. I look into the sanctuary with admiration and if 
I need to use the restroom it receives the same kind of review. All this admiring and observation comes at a cost 
when I see nicked paint and gouges in oak that had to have taken a hard blow.  But, it's the people's house, or 
better said, God's house, and for it all I am very thankful. 
 

I never take for granted the accomplishment of the 2013 expansion. It was a very difficult journey, which is why 
I'm so emotionally connected to every square foot of it.  
 

In 2003, the congregation went through a strategic planning exercise of where it wanted to be long term. We 
were conducting three worship services a Sunday. Having more space emerged as the only way we could see 
growing this congregation for generations yet unborn. Yes, that was the reason we built, and of course we were 
also building it for those of us alive today. We knew we could all do a better job of being the hands and feet of 
our Lord, if we had a church home in which our faith could be deepened and shared beyond our doors.  
 

A talented and dedicated member, Steve Henrichs, was the Building Committee's primary chair. Steve gave a 
presentation on July 12, 2012 putting the case before the congregation for a vote. Steve was to be trusted.  We 
knew he knew what he was talking about. The vote was 111 to 2, to go forward.  What a day it was in the life of 
St. Philip's.  
 

St. Philip's was sitting on a $600K old mortgage which had been addressed by now, but we needed to raise 
$800K more for a down payment. We were doing back to back Capital Appeals during this time. People wanted 
us to start but we had to keep proving we could come up with enough money.  God was at work for sure in it all.  
By September 12 of 2012, Al Carstensen brought in his Caterpillar front shovel and we broke ground.  Bagpipe 
melodies by Andrew Fox and construction guests on site, made it another great day.  
 

Wielding a shovel at groundbreaking (who are still in the congregation) were, Sherry Akins, Denny Kohn, Bert 
Goderstad, Terry Kochendorfer and Glenda Schnirring, who served as Henrich’s co-chair.    
 

So, we celebrate this month, six full years since the dedication 
of the 12,000 square foot expansion. Its mortgage began at 
$2.7 mm with Merchants Bank of Hastings. Monthly payments 
are $14,500, interest rate is 4.1%.  A four-month reserve is 
maintained to ensure timely payments. Thanks be to God for 
the success of this expansion thus far. It's a "house" that we 
pray in, laugh and cry in, work in, and learn in.  May the 
harvest that flows from its walls bless this community and the 
far reaches of God's world.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Building Committee - Steve Henrichs, Sherry Akins,  
     Terry Kochendorfer, Bert Goderstad  
Not pictured - Glenda Schnirring, Gary Betz, Denny Kohn     
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FOURTEEN CONFIRMANDS AFFIRM 

THEIR BAPTISM. On September 29, 

fourteen lovely young men and women 

of St. Philip's were Confirmed in their 

faith by Pastor Geier.  During the 

summer months these same young 

people had shared their beliefs in a faith 

statement during a church service. 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finishing the roof for winter 

During the Confirmation Service, 

Pastor Geier asked them to affirm 

their faith as a group 

A happy line-up of Confirmands greet  
members as they leave the service 

     Back row:  Pastor Geier, Steven Krey, Matt Carda, Ben Witt,  

         Kendal Jenkins, Molly Gathje, Claire Meier, Katelynn Krey,  

     Front Row:  Ethan Bernt, Will Mace, Brody Hampl, Tia Rossow, 

         Alisha Brown, Mary Terhark, Megan Langenfeld,  

         Stephanie Becken (Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries) 

Placement of first 
concrete center focal 

wall for the cross. 

Chairman Steve Henrichs 
who knew every step  

of the project 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
Noreen Swanson, Organist 
Ellen Diischer, Music Director 
   ellend@splchastings.org 
Nathan Griner 
   nathang@splchastings.org 
John Bergland, Business Manager 
   johnb@splchastings.org 
John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
 johnd@splchastings.org 
Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
Lista Klocow, Office Manager 
   listak@splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1401 West 15th Street  
Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541 
www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S PRESCHOOL 
www.splchastings.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Service Times: 
8:30 and 10:30 am  
 

Holy Communion offered every Sunday  
 

mailto:nathang@splchastings.org
mailto:preschool@splchastings.org
mailto:preschool@splchastings.org

